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Introduction 
 
There are many examples of declines in biodiversity as a result of the intensification 
of agriculture in Europe during the second half of the twentieth century.  For example, 
seven plant species dependent on arable land are extinct in the UK and a further 54 
are threatened.  Declines in farmland birds are well documented and form the subject 
of a UK Government Public Service Agreement and an indicator of Sustainable 
Development.  Severe declines in invertebrate groups, such as moths, butterflies and 
bumble bees, have also been recorded.  Concerns about the environmental impacts of 
modern agriculture have led to a range of measures designed to reduce these impacts 
within the context of a sustainable farming framework.  These include regulation, 
cross-compliance and increased funding for agri-environment schemes.  The latter 
have the greatest potential for restoring biodiversity.   
  This conference will consider the progress which has been made in developing and 
implementing measures for the conservation of biodiversity on arable farmland, 
culminating in the present new generation of agri-environment schemes throughout 
Europe.  It will include the development of agri-environment policy, the rationale 
behind the current schemes, the science underpinning the options, implementation at 
field, farm and landscape scales, and the assessment and evaluation of the outcomes.  
The conference will be of interest to policy makers, agricultural and landscape 
ecologists, advisers, agricultural land managers, and all those involved in research, 
development, implementation and evaluation of agri-environment schemes to enhance 
habitat value and biodiversity on arable farmland.  
  Thanks are due to all members of the organising committee (see below) for their 
invaluable help with this conference.  Also thanks to Carol Millman, Anna Harding 
and Bernadette Lawson at the AAB Office for organising the administration for the 
conference and preparing this volume of Aspects of Applied Biology. 
 
Organising Committee 
  
N Boatman 
R Bradbury 
N Critchley 
            J Holland 
J Marshall 
S Ogilvy    
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